Article V OFFICERS

Section 1 Officers 

The Officers of the California Young Democrats shall be: State President, State Vice President, Finance Director, State Secretary, , National Committeewoman, National Committeeman, State Political Director and seven Regional Directors.

Section 2 Duties 

a. The State President

a. Shall be the chief executive Officer and official voice of CYD and shall represent at all State Democratic Party functions. 

b. Shall preside over all meetings. 

c. Shall appoint chairs of all standing committees and the chairs and membership of all special committees, unless otherwise provided for in these Bylaws. 

a. The State President shall designate a person to whom charting packets will be sent in accordance with Article IV, Section 1, no later than January 15 of each year.
b. The State President-elect shall appoint a parliamentarian pursuant to Article VII, Section 2,  immediately prior to the adjournment of the meeting at which the President is elected, notwithstanding subsection f of this section.
d. Shall appoint from the membership three individuals from each sex as voting members of the Democratic State Central Committee (DSCC), with preference given to State Officers and the President of the California College Democrats if they are not already members of the DSCC. 

e. The President may appoint a State Controller in consultation with the State Vice President of Finance. 

f. All appointments of the President are subject to the approval of the State Executive Committee. 

g. The President shall establish an organizational calendar and shall make all efforts to maintain and strengthen communications between the various member clubs. 

b. The State Vice President. 

a. Shall assist the President in the performance of the President’s duties

b. Shall perform such other duties as may be assigned by the President and the Executive Committee.
c. Shall be a member of all standing and special committees, 

d. 
e. 
f. In the absence of the President, the Vice President of Membership shall preside at meetings. 

g. Should a vacancy occur in the presidency of this organization, the Vice President of Membership shall assume the duties of President until such time as a replacement is selected according to these Bylaws. 

c. The Membership and Program Director

a. Shall develop and administer programs on behalf of the organization

b. Shall perform other duties as assigned by the President and the Executive Committee
c. Shall coordinate At-Large membership

d. Shall coordinate major state events
d. Finance Director
a. Shall serve as the Treasurer of record, be responsible for all CYD fundraising activities, 

b. Shall submit financial statements to the State Executive Committee at each regularly scheduled meeting,

c. Shall chair the Finance Committee. 

d. Shall be responsible for seeing that all disbursements, receipts, banking relationships, FPPC statements and in general, any and all bookkeeping responsibilities of CYD are fully and properly performed. 

a. Bookkeeping duties may be performed by a State Controller, provided one has been appointed by the State President.

a. The State Controller shall reside in the same Section as the President.

b. The State Vice President of Finance retains final responsibility over the State Controller’s duties.

e. Shall prepare an annual CYD budget for approval of the State Executive Committee at least thirty (30) days prior to the fall Executive Committee meeting. 

e. The State Secretary shall maintain all CYD records, serve all required notices, and discharge any other duties at the discretion of the President. 

f. The National Committeewoman and the National Committeeman 

a. Shall, together with the State President, represent CYD at all meetings of the National Committee of the Young Democrats of America. 

a. In the event that the National Committeewoman, National Committeeman and/or the State President is unable to attend any National Committee meeting, that Officer shall give his or her proxy to any member of the California Young Democrats or any Young Democrats of America National Committee person. 

b. The National Committeeman and National Committeewoman shall prepare the materials necessary to maintain CYD’s current membership in the Young Democrats of America. 

g. 
a. 
b. 
c. 
a. 
h. The Political Director 

a. shall maintain contact with elected officials and statewide campaigns and notify the membership of political events. 

b. Shall also submit recommendations to the Executive Board regarding endorsements and the  process by which CYD may endorse Democratic candidates, ballot initiatives, or other matters of statewide concern. 

c. Shall endeavor to keep the membership informed on relevant political activities in the state. 

i. Each Regional Director shall be the chief organizing Officer of their respective region of the state.  The Regional Director shall proactively recruit members, regularly inform their region of political activities, and aid in the development and retention of clubs.  The Regional Director shall call and preside over the Regional Executive Committee.  Regional Directors shall assist the State President with the State President's duties in their respective areas

Section 3 Election of Officers 

a. All Officers shall be elected at the State Convention of the California Young Democrats held annually. 

b. The State President, State Vice President, Membership and Programs Director, Finance Director, State Secretary, National Committee persons, , and State Political Director, shall be elected by the entire membership of this organization at the State Convention in the order listed in Section 2 of this Article. 

c. The State Vice President shall be elected from a different Section than the State President. 

d. The second National Committee person elected must be of the opposite sex of the first National Committee person elected. 

e. All Regional Directors shall be elected by the membership of their respective regions. 

f. An unsuccessful candidate for an Officer position may be elected for any remaining Officer position provided they meet all requirements as stipulated by these Bylaws. 

g. All candidates for state office shall file their "intent to run" with the State Secretary at least thirty (30) days prior to election. 

 

Section 4 Term of Office 

a. Officers elected at the State Convention shall take office immediately after the adjournment of the Convention. 

b. Every Officer shall hold office until the adjournment of the next State Convention or until removed pursuant to Section 6 of this Article. 

 Section 5 Vacancy 

a. Vacancy in any of the eight statewide offices shall be filled by a majority vote at a meeting of the State Executive Committee, which shall be summoned upon at least three (twenty-one (21) days notice. 

b. For the offices of State President and State Vice President, the vacancy may not be filled by a person whose election would violate the requirement that the State President and State Vice President of Membership reside in different Regions, pursuant to Section 3(c) of this article.  

c. For the National Committeeman and National Committeewoman, the person filling the vacancy must be of the same gender as the person being replaced. 

Section 6 Removal 

a. The Executive Committee may, by a two-thirds (2/3) vote, remove any Officer contingent upon the following procedures: 

1. Written charges against the Officer shall be provided to every member of the State Executive Committee at least thirty-five (35) days in advance of the meeting at which the removal shall be moved. 

2. The Officer shall be given the opportunity to answer the charges and to know the identity of his or her  accuser(s). 

1. Notification by Certified Mail and by email to all known addresses shall be deemed as sufficient notice and shall constitute an invitation to answer the charges.

3. A motion for removal shall take effect immediately, at which time a vacancy shall be declared pursuant to Section 5 of this Article. If within twenty-four (24) hours of receiving notice of the charges, the Officer submits a resignation, the motion to remove shall be expunged from all records and the resignation shall be recorded as such. 

b. The excessive absence of a Statewide Officer at properly noticed events of the State Executive Committee shall be deemed an effective resignation, creating a vacancy in the office.   

1. At the close of the second consecutive event in which an Officer has not submitted a written excuse for absence or failed to submit an Officer’s report, his or her office shall be declared vacant due to dereliction of duty.  

2. When personal, academic or professional obligations prevent an Officer’s executive committee attendance, the Officer may submit a written note and an Officer’s report prior to the meeting  directed to the State President, State Secretary or Regional Director as a sufficient excuse for absence . 

ARTICLE VII STANDING COMMITTEES

Section 2 Rules Committee 

a. There shall be a Standing Committee on Rules consisting of one member from each chartered club. 

b. The State President shall appoint a Parliamentarian to chair the Committee

a. The State Parliamentarian

a. Shall assist the State President and render opinions and rulings requested by the Chair, or when appealed to from the membership regarding CYD’s bylaws, its interaction with the State or National Party or with the Young Democrats of America.
b. To facilitate accurate rulings, the State Parliamentarian shall collect and maintain CYD records  of parliamentary inquiries, and issues. 

a. Copies of these parliamentary records shall be provided to the State Secretary and to any Officer, club or members as requested

c. The Rules Committee

a.  shall maintain and review these Bylaws, 

b. may propose rules or amendments when necessary, 

c. shall  interpret the rules when called upon by the State President, the State Executive Committee, or any California Young Democrats member in good standing. 

d. May review the Bylaws of member clubs as required by these Bylaws or upon the request of any member.

d. The  Rules Committee shall approve the chartering of all clubs. 

�Ed Espinoza epressed concerns during the last round of revisions that the restructuring of this Section diluted or made unclear the potential role of a State Controller.  It is my view that as the Section is now structured, the Controller's desription and appointment more accurately reflect the normal course of business in the club and no powers have been altered.  The president's appoitment power is listed in the president's job description and the duties are listed under the Vice President of Finance's description, in accordance with the type of figured contemplated in the substantive language of both the newer and old versions of the bylaws.





